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Educational  and  Evangelistic 
Work  in  Shaowu,  China 
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Miss  Frances  K.  Bement  with  Kindergarten  Children. 
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Entrance  to  the  Elizabeth  Sheldon  Lombard  School  for  Girls,  showing  the  Garden 
House  where  the  Girls  receive  their  friends. 


Educational  and  Evangelistic  Work  in 
Shaowu,  China 

Miss  Josephine  Walker 

“The  Shaowu  station  of  the  Foochow  Mission  is  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  Fu-kien  Province  in  southeast  China. 
It  is  larger,  territorially,  than  all  the  other  stations  of 
the  mission  combined.  This  five-countv  station  takes  a 
week  or  more  to  cross  it  on  foot,  and  numbers  more  than 
a million  and  a half  inhabitants.  The  country  is  wild 
and  mountainous,  with  rushing  rivers  and  deep  ravines. 
Two  main  branches  of  the  River  iMin  rise  in  this  section 
of  the  province,  and  form  the  highways  for  commerce  and 
travel  in  the  station  field.  Rice,  lum.ber,  tea,  and  paper 
made  by  hand  from  bamboo  are  the  principal  exports.  The 
Mandarin  language  is  in  use  for  business  throughout  the 
district.  There  are  about  seven  distinct  dialects  with 
numerous  local  variations.  The  city  of  Shaowu  is  the 
center  of  missionary  operations,  the  work  reaching  out 
through  a district  which  includes  a large  number  of  out- 
statiors.  Some  of  the  names  of  these  out-stations  are  most 
picturesque,  suggesting  the  wild  beauty  of  this  land  of 
mountains  and  valleys.” — Mrs.  L.  A.  Carton. 

The  Begixxixg  of  Christi.a.x  Work 

Definite  Christian  work  was  begun  at  Shaowu  in  1876 
when  three  missionary  families  were  stationed  there.  Of 
the  original  workers  Dr.  J.  E.  Walker  is  the  only  one 
who  still  labors  there.  For  twenty  years  Mrs.  Walker 
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pra3'ed  and  worked  for  the  women  about  her  as  she  met 
them  in  her  dailj-  life,  in  the  girls’  day  school,  in  women’s 
meetings,  and,  through  letters  written  home  calling  for 
\oung  women  to  carrv  on  the  work.  In  1898  the 
Woman’s  Board  of  the  Interior  sent  out  their  first  workers 
to  Shaowu,  Dr.  Luc\'  and  Miss  Frances  Bement;  in  1900 
Miss  Josephine  Walker,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Walker, 
returned  to  her  childhood  home  in  Shaowu,  while  in 
1906  Miss  Grace  A.  Funk  was  sent  out  to  help  in  the 
inspiring  opportunities  of  this  field. 

Each  Iad\-  has  made  for  herself  a ver\-  distinct  place  in 
the  work ; yet  each  feels  too  that  she  is  filling  only  one 
small  part  in  the  pattern  of  the  Great  Designer.  There  are 
many  other  workers — those  at  home  here,  the  families  sent 
out  by  the  American  Board,  and  best  of  all  the  many  lit- 
tle brothers  and  sisters  near  them  who  are  learning  how. 

Dr.  Bement  has  charge  of  the  Medical  Work,  Miss 
Bement’s  special  work  is  in  the  Girl’s  School,  Miss  Walk- 
er’s the  Woman’s  School,  while  Miss  Funk  has  charge  of 
the  many  primary  schools  throughout  the  field. 

M EDiCAL  Work 

Dr.  Bement  in  the  Parker  Memorial  Hospital  has  her 
hands  in  so  much  and  man\'  kinds  of  work,  we  feel  we 
have  the  problem  of  the  Israelites  when  we  look  into  it. 
But  since  the  doctor  who  is  working  for  Christ  Is  one  of 
our  mightiest  forces  in  both  Evangelistic  and  Educational 
Work,  we  feel  that  we  must  take  a look  at  her  work. 

First,  she  is  health  officer,  medical  attendant  and  head- 
nurse  for  all  the  girls  and  women  and  children  in  the 
Women’s,  Girls’,  Primary  and  Kindergarten  Schools. 
Then  she  is  both  doctor  and  druggist  for  a hundred  pa- 

4 


Dr.  Lucy  P.  Bement 


tients  every  day — people  sick  from  parasites,  malaria,  sores, 
fever,  dysentary  and  many  more  serious  complaints.  Ne.xt 
door  a new  hospital  building  is  going  up  which  needs  con- 
stant oversight.  A sharp  eye  and  a firm  hand  must  be 
kept  on  a herd  of  cows  to  guard  them  from  rhinderpest, 
as  they  supply  milk  for  your  missionaries  as  well  as  the 
sickest  patients.  Special  music  in  the  Girl’s  School  also 
takes  her  time.  There  was  one  time  when  she  taught 
music  regularly  in  the  Girl’s  School,  but  this  task  now 
stands  waiting  for  some  one  else.  For  needed  rest  she 
takes  occasional  trips  to  the  cities  and  towns  around, 
where  patients  crowd  about  five  deep,  each  trying  to 
make  his  money  and  his  wish  come  first.  Such  work  does, 
in  a very  practical  way,  overcome  fears,  create  faith,  and 
awaken  new  desires,  good  ground  for  the  healing  sym- 
pathy and  words  of  life,  spoken  by  the  doctor,  the  Bible 
woman,  and  Christian  friends. 

Educational  Work  for  Girls 

The  Educational  Work  for  Girls  in  Shaowu  centers 
in  the  Elizabeth  Lc'mbard  School  for  Girls.  To  this 
school  the  girls  come  by  boat,  on  horseback,  but  mostly 
on  foot ; some  from  the  city  and  the  villages  nearby,  others 
out  from  among  the  beautiful  mountains;  still  others  walk 
twenty  miles  a day  far  five  days  across  the  mountains,  be- 
side wild  rivers,  picking  up  an  occasional  school  mate  as 
they  go;  stopping  one  night  at  this  church,  the  ne.xt  at 
another,  with  an  uncle,  father  or  brother  to  carry  their 
load  and  help  guard  that  precious  roll  of  money  for  the 
tuition,  the  school  books,  and  for  the  church  collection ; 
a happy  chatting  group  of  girls  with  all  night  secrets  to 
tell  and  all  day  experiences  to  meet ! 
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When  all  have  reached  the  school,  there  are  nearl}’  a 
hundred  girls  from,  say,  thirty  cities  and  villages  scat- 
tered over  an  area  the  size  of  Massachusetts.  Only  thirty 
villages  out  of  the  possible  hundreds  and  thousands  that 
no  one  else  is  touching.  Until  the  new  Primary  building 
becomes  a fact,  all  grades  from  Primary  up  through  High 
School  meet  in  the  main  building,  and  go  out  for  class 
w'ork  into  dining  room.  Ladies’  House,  outdoor  gymna- 
sium, and  Social  Settlement  House.  Five  years’  work  is 
required  before  entering  the  school.  Still  when  a promis- 
ing girl  who  has  had  no  chance  wishes  to  come,  she  is 
received  so  that  the  leaven  may  be  put  in  a new  spot. 

The  studies  in  the  school  have  quite  a wide  range.  In 
mathematics  they  begin  with  arithmetic  and  extend  to 
algebra  and  geometry.  Other  studies  are  geography, 
physiology,  astronomy,  domestic  science,  botany,  and  ped- 
agogy. They  also  study  English,  Chinese  classics,  Chi- 
nese history  and  western  history.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  Bible  study  throughout  the  entire  course.  Draw- 
ing, music,  letter-writing,  and  study  of  current  events 
also  come  in  during  the  seven  years. 

Work  in  the  school  is  done  almost  entirely  by  the  girls. 
One  woman  in  the  kitchen  oversees  the  cooking,  and  an- 
other in  a little  garden  house  watches  the  gate  of  the  yard, 
and  receives  the  visitors  who  come  to  see  the  teacher  or 
girls.  ‘ i 

The  girls  are  given  much  practical  work  along  with 
their  studies.  One  bit  of  practical  religion  is  seen  in  the 
Girls’  Missionary  Society  which  sends  $15  a year  to  the 
W.  B.  M.  I.  for  a girl  in  Turkey.  This  is  not  much 
for  us ; but  for  them  each  penny  has  as  many  tempting 
calls  for  things  to  eat  and  things  to  wear  as  a dollar  has 
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for  us.  In  the  Social  Settlement  they  are  weaving  cloth, 
making  children’s  stockings,  having  weekly  mother’s 
meetings,  and  sometimes  health  and  hygiene  talks,  baby- 
welfare  demonstrations  and  real  socials.  There  is  also  a 
kindergarten  and  a day-school  where  the  older  girls  and 
graduates  are  the  teachers.  Some  graduates  of  the  school 
are  continuing  their  studies  in  Foochow,  Shanghai  and 
Peking,  where  they  are  taking  further  instruction  in  kin- 
dergarten, physical  training,  medicine,  and  music.  Oth- 
ers are  teaching  in  their  home  cities  and  towns;  still 
others  are  married  and  are  making  Christian  homes  which 
will  count  more  for  the  permanency  of  Christian  work 
than  any  other  factor. 

Work  for  Women 

In  the  upbuilding  of  Christian  homes  the  work  for 
women  has  been  very  telling.  Starting  sixteen  years  ago 
with  afternoon  classes  in  one  church,  it  has  now  developed 
into  a Woman’s  School  as  well.  This  school  is  made  up 
mostly  of  women  whose  husbands  are  in  training  for 
Christian  work,  also  of  widows  and  those  who  return  for 
further  study.  In  sending  out  a Christian  family  you  have 
the  very  essential  two  or  three  with  Christ  in  the  midst 
of  them.  Some  results  seen  from  this  work  are  the  devel- 
opment of  real  respect  and  affection  in  previously  loveless 
marriages.  In  cities  of  very  low'  moral  standards  has 
developed  a strong,  clean,  growing  church  of  homes.  In 
another  city  of  closed  doors  the  preacher’s  wife  persuaded 
little  girls  to  come  each  day  and  study  with  her  little  girl. 
Those  homes  soon  welcomed  the  mother  teacher,  and  real- 
ized that  the  preacher  and  his  wife  were  good  folks  to 
know. 
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To  help  make  possible  a home  life  at  the  Woman’s 
School,  the  women  and  3'ounger  children  live  in  two  cot- 
tages near  the  main  building.  The  older  children  are  in 
the  boarding  and  da}’-schools ; the  j ounger  children  are  in 


Miss  Josephine  Walker, 

In  charge  of  the  Woman’s  Work 


the  kindergarten  and  in  their  mother’s  arms,  where  the 
child  becomes  the  teacher.  The  six  dollars  needed  for 
each  year’s  tuition  for  themselves,  and  a dollar  a month 
for  each  child,  uses  up  any  money  saved,  or  loaned  by  the 
family,  or  from  the  sale  of  property.  Nor  does  this  pay 
all  their  expenses,  only  about  half  their  board. 
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Village  Work 


Much  time  is  spent  bj-  the  ladies  in  going  with  these 
women  to  visit  in  the  homes  and  villages  around ; and  oc- 
casionally a longer  trip  of  two  weeks  is  taken.  In  fact  the 
women  of  the  school  have  the  same  opportunity  for  prac- 
tical work  that  the  girls  do.  Some  of  them  are  girls  who 
have  studied  and  have  returned  for  further  work  while 
their  husbands  are  in  training;  or  they  may  come  alone 
with  the  baby,  to  gain  new  strength,  new  ideas,  and  new 
cheer. 

But  the  work  which  grips  the  heart  the  hardest  is  the 
work  the  girls  and  women  do  back  in  their  own  towns. 
For  one  to  see  their  own  growth  and  the  growth  of  the 
Kingdom,  as  they  have  taught  the  girls  and  women  about 
them  is  intoxicating.  The  most  inviting  place  in  their 
home  is  on  the  bench,  before  the  kitchen  stove,  trying  to 
feed  the  fire  while  they  cook  and  tell  of  different  happen- 
ings. Another  happy  time  is  at  the  supper  table  with  the 
whole  family  when  they  enjoy  the  bread  if  not  the  butter 
and  your  missionary  enjoys  the  rice  if  not  the  pepper  and 
bean  curd. 

Before  supper  is  finished  the  school  children,  the  Chris- 
tians and  a few  others  begin  to  drop  in;  the  cup  of  tea  and 
conversation  includes  them,  and  has  soon  run  from  stories 
and  shadow  pictures  with  the  children,  to  clothes,  and  high 
cost  of  living,  or  jokes,  politics  and  science  with  their 
elders.  This  till  time  for  meeting.  If  very  fortunate 
there  will  follow  three  or  four  days  of  special  Bible  study, 
sometimes  with  the  women  alone,  sometimes  with  the 
whole  church.  Talks  on  other  live  topics  are  also  given. 
Here  every  one  is  encouraged  to  take  part  who  can,  and 
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Miss  Grace  A.  Funk,  with  Prayer  Circle. 


some  who  can  not,  find  they  can.  Here,  again,  are  hours 
of  good  fellowship  when  each  person  comes  to  be  an 
individual  loved  and  prayed  for  and  often  visited  in  his 
liome. 

Then  comes  the  journey  home  over  high  mountains, 
beside  rushing  waters.  It  gives  long  stretches  for  quiet 
thought  and  the  wonder  of  it  all,  and  happy  thoughts  of 
those  at  home  who  must  have  been  praying.  What  would 
happen  if  we  prayed  more? 

Let  Us  Pray 

For  these  women  and  girls  in  their  work  for  the  Master. 

For  the  women  and  girls  and  the  homes  influenced  by 
them. 

For  the  schools  and  teachers  training  these  workers. 

For  the  new  doctor  to  help  in  the  medical  work. 

For  new  teachers  to  make  possible  longer  visits  at  large 
centers  of  challenging  importance. 

For  the  new  kindergartener,  for  whom  children,  moth- 
ers and  young  women  are  waiting,  that  from  her  they 
may  learn  how  to  care  for  that  gift  of  life  each  Chinese 
woman  must  have  if  she  woidd  have  a place  in  the  home. 
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